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Subject:   Assignment of Cameras & Video Ports for IRIS DVS and TotalVision 
 
Hardware:  IRIS DVS & IRIS TotalVision 
 
Software:  IRIS Configurator Version 1.02 and later 

 DVS Version 10.01 and later  
 IRIS Inquiry Version 3.05 and later 

  
Release Date:  7/12/2002 
  
 
SUMMARY 
 
When assigning camera numbers to specific video ports special precautions must be observed if the 
installation requires some cameras to not be remotely viewable, or if the installation requires that some 
video ports be skipped. 
 
To avoid this problem it is recommended that when connecting cameras to the IRIS DVS or TotalVision 
systems, cameras be connected to video ports starting with video port number 1 and then each video 
port be used in sequence. Since the default configuration is for camera number and video port number 
to have a 1 to 1 relationship then camera number and port number will be the same. It is also 
recommended that the “Last Live View” parameter be set to the total number of cameras. 
 
CORRECTIVE ACTION 
 
Normally, camera numbers are assigned to video port numbers in a 1 to 1 assignment. The default is 
for camera #1 to be assigned to video port #1, camera #2 to video port #2 and so on. Also the “Last 
Live View Camera” setting in the Video->Cameras->System Configuration dialog box of the IRIS 
configuration program is normally set for the total number of cameras. With these settings all available 
cameras are available for remote viewing and the system runs normally as long as all the video ports 
up to the total number of cameras are used. (i.e. No video ports are skipped.)  
 
Example: If there are 8 cameras installed, they are connected to video ports 1 to 8. The Last Live View 
camera is set to 8. Then all 8 cameras will be remotely viewable as live images. 
 
When installing systems where some of the video ports will be skipped or if some of the cameras will 
not be viewed remotely there are some special rules that must be followed to enable the system to 
operate as expected. 
 
Rule #1: When installing the IRIS DVS or IRIS TotalVision the configuration program is used to set the 
total number of cameras that can be remotely viewed. This parameter is set using the  
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Video->Cameras->System Configuration dialog box. This number defines the number of cameras that 
can be viewed remotely (using IRIS Inquiry). This number also assumes that the cameras are assigned 
starting with camera #1. (Note: Camera Number is not the same as video port number). Therefore if the 
“Last Live View” camera number is set to 4 then the system assumes that camera number 1, 2, 3, & 4 
will be available for remote viewing. When a user connects to the IRIS system using IRIS Inquiry the 
View pull down menu will show the names of the first 4 cameras. Other cameras may also exist in the 
system and be recording transactions or surveillance images but only cameras 1, 2, 3 & 4 will be 
viewable using the “live view” feature of IRIS Inquiry.  
 
Rule #2: Cameras are assigned in sequential order. The first camera is camera #1, the second camera 
#2 and so on. A camera number has nothing to do with the physical video port number that the camera 
is connected to. It is OK to have camera #1 connected to video port #14. Camera to video port number 
assignment is handled by rule #3. 
 
Rule #3: Camera numbers are assigned to video port numbers using the Video->Cameras->Port 
Configuration pull down menu of the IRIS Configurator. Using this dialog box the installer assigns 
camera numbers to specific video port numbers. Also the installer defines which video ports will be 
used for surveillance by enabling the port. (Note: A port does not need to be enabled for surveillance to 
enable it to be used for live view operations. The enable button only enables surveillance operations.)  
 
Example: The installation has cameras connected to video ports 3, 4, 7, 8 & 9. Only the cameras on 
video ports 4, 7 & 9 should be remotely viewable. Only cameras on ports 3, 4, 7 & 8 are to record 
surveillance images. 
 
Make the following assignments. 

 Set “Last Live View” Camera to 3 (Since there are three cameras that are remotely viewable. 

 Using the Video->Cameras->Port dialog box: 
Set Camera #1 to Video Port 4 and select the enable the camera option. 
Set Camera #2 to Video Port 7 and select the enable the camera option. 
Set Camera #3 to Video Port 9 and DO NOT select the enable the camera option. 
Set Camera #4 to Video Port 3 and select the enable the camera option. 
Set Camera #5 to Video Port 8 and select the enable the camera option. 

 
With these settings IRIS Inquiry will allow the user to view the 3 cameras connected to video ports 4, 7 
& 9 and also record the images on video ports 3, 4, 7 & 8. 
 


